Conservation of the Critically
Endangered Gharials (Gavialis

jeticus) by Forest Department of
b State in the National
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DISTRIBUTION OF GHARIAL POPULATION

Historical
Distribution Gharial

Current
Status of Gharial
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Chambal river accounts for about half (48%) of the world’s Gharial
population (IUCN, 2008)




NATIONAL CHAMBAL SANCTUARY (NCS)

The National Chambal Sanctuary was set up In
1979 as ariverine sanctuary along 425 km

length of the Chambal River and its ravines of
three states of India.
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NATIONAL CHAMBAL SANCTUARY (NCS)

® Only known place where nesting of Indian
Skimmers is recorded in large numbers
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THREATS TO GHARIAL IN NCS

DIRECT

@ lllegal fishing (breaking of snout, death due to
drowning)

® Nest destruction due to ille ga U sand mining
® Depredation of nests ;
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PROTECTING GHARIALS IN NCS

Intensive foot patrolling along the Chambal river
to check illegal sand mining.
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CONTROL OF ILLEGAL FISHING AND SAND MINING
BY FOREST DEPARTMENT, UTTAR PRADESH

YEAR No. OF VEHICLES/ OTHER MATERIAL FINE
CASES BOATS CONFISCATED REALIZED
BOOKED IMPOUNDED (Indian
Rupees?*)
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OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR
GHARIAL CONSERVATION IN NCS

Periodic census of gharial and muaqgger
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STATUS OF GHARIAL AND MUGGER
POPULATIONS IN NCS, U.P.
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Above data represents “MINIMUM” Gharial & Mugger population

established through direct sightings



IN-SITU PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES
IN THE YEAR 2013

@ Protected 55 nests of Critically
endangered Gharial

@ Protected nests of “Vulnerable” Indian
Skimmer Bird (Rynchops albicollis)
housing 82 eggs. 60 chicks were counted

@ Protected 74 nests of “Critically
Endangered” Red Crowned Roof Turtle
(Batagur kachuga)

@ Protected 126 nests of “Threatened”
Three Striped Roof Turtles (Batagur
dhongoka)



GHARIAL NEST PROTECTION
STAGE I: Identification of Gharial nests
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THANK YOU!




